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This is a paper intended for a specific community of recipients. Handling and
further distribution are under the sole responsibility of community members.

WORKING DOCUMENT
From: General Secretariat of the Council
To: Working Party on Forestry
Subject: Council endorsement of the draft Ministerial Decision to resume negotiations on a

Legally Binding Agreement on Forests in Europe

Delegations will find attached the document containing the Council endorsement of the draft Ministerial
Decision adopted by the Forest Europe Expert Level Meeting in Bratislava last 5-6 December.

This document was agreed at the Forestry Working Party meeting on 21 January and will be forwarded
to Coreper (most likely at its meeting on 6 February) and Council (most likely at its meeting on 12
February ) for formal adoption.
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Council endorsement of the draft Ministerial Decision to resume negotiations
on a Legally Binding Agreement on Forests in Europe

e On 9 June 2011, the Council adopted a Decision on the participation of the European Union
in negotiations on a legally binding agreement (LBA) on forests in Europe (10984/11 +
ADD 1). This Decision authorised the Commission to participate, on behalf of the EU, in the
negotiations on the LBA as regards matters falling within the EU's competence.

e At the same occasion, a Decision was adopted by common accord by the representatives of
the governments of the Member States, meeting within the Council, authorising the
Presidency to negotiate the LBA on behalf of the Member States on matters falling within
their competences(10982/11 + ADD 1).

e Formal and active negotiations on the LBA have been carried out so far from 27 February
2012, until 18 November 2013.

e The Madrid Ministerial Decision of 21 October 2015 request to explore possible ways to
find common ground on a legally binding agreement on forest in Europe at the latest by
2020.

e At the Forest Europe Expert Level Meeting in Bratislava on 6 December 2018 a draft
Ministerial Decision was adopted, in conformity with which it was agreed to resume
negotiations on a Legally binding Agreement on Forests in Europe, under the auspices of the
UN system (UNECE, with the support of FAO, will convene and service jointly the
negotiations).

¢ On 19 December 2018 the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Agriculture and Rural
Development of the Slovak Republic, in the name of FOREST EUROPE, sent to all
signatories of FOREST EUROPE the draft Ministerial Decision for consideration and
endorsement.

e The Ministerial Decision will be endorsed through a written silence procedure, in the
framework of Forest Europe, by 19 March 2019.

e It was also agreed that the European Union and all countries listed in the Annex of that
Ministerial Decision, which includes all Member States, are entitled to participate as full
parties in the negotiating process and the ultimate LBA.

Coreper invites the Council to endorse, together with the Member States, the Ministerial
Decision to be endorsed by 19 March 2019 through a written silence procedure in the
framework of Forest Europe, to resume negotiations on a Legally binding Agreement on Forests
in Europe.
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